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String Quartet

1. Distances (Phillipe Jaccottet)
2. Crown (Kay Ryan)
3. My Old Body (Jean Valentine)
4. The Companions (Josephine Jacobsen)
5. The Scattered Congregation (Tomas Transtrémer)

6. Hour (Mark Strand)

Originally, Late Sun was a song-cycle for voice and piano composed in 2003 and
2006 comprising 24 songs in 3 books. Over time it was whittled down to just a few

of the best (?) songs, and I made this version for voice and string quartet.

This composition should be performed in its entirety; unlike the piano version, it is

not excerptable.
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LATE SUN
1. Distances (Philippe Jaccottet)

Swifts turn in the heights of the air;

higher still turn the invisible stars.

When day withdraws to the ends of the earth
their fires shine on a dark expanse of sand.

We live in a world of motion and distance.
The heart flies from tree to bird,

from bird to distant star,

from star to love; and love grows

in the quiet house, turning and working,
servant of thought, a lamp held in one hand.

2. Crown (Kay Ryan)

Too much rain
loosens trees.

In the hills giant oaks
fall upon their knees.
You can touch parts
you have no right to—
places only birds
should fly to.

3. My Old Body (Jean Valentine)

My old body:
a ladder of sunlight,
mercury dust floating through—

My forgivenesses,
how you have learned to love me in my sleep.

4. The Companions (Josephine Jacobsen)

Living close to death

is not just a case of breath after breath.
It is to realize that to fraternize

with the dark prince is possible and wise,
so that in the final weather

when together you quit the room
though tentative and weary

you will have the enormous answer

to the enormous query.



5. from The Scattered Congregation (Tomas Transtrémer)

L

We got ready and showed our home.
The visitor thought: you live well.
The slum must be inside you.

6. Hour (Mark Strand)

The extra hour given back to eternity

The hour gained by traveling west

The hour of the imagined empire

The deepest hour of the darkest sea

The guilty hour that precedes catastrophe

The hour that it takes to go from here to there

The haunted hour of the knowledge of death

The hour in which the moon darkens

The hour that moves through the mind like cloud shadow
The blue hour that rests on the roof of the house

The hour that is the mother of minutes and grandmother of seconds
The swollen hour of pain, enough, enough

The hour when mice run in the walls

The bronze hour of electrical weather

The cloistered hour of the nun’s great moment

The necklace of hours the widow wears

The numbing hours of a night in Nome

The sound of hours in the breathing of plants

The central hour that exists without you

The hour in which the universe begins to die

The hallucinatory hour that hangs forever

The hour of excess that equals two of self-examination
The hour that flashed on the skin

The hour of final music

The hour of painless solitude

The hour of moonlight upon her body
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	Late Sun
	1. Distances
	2. Crown
	3. My Old Body
	4. The Companions
	5. The Scattered Congregation
	6. Hour

