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In late June 2006, having apparently forgotten to eat anything or to sleep for several days, to my surprise I 

collapsed. After returning from a brief stay in the hospital, I was visited on successive nights by extremely 

lengthy and vivid dreams, one of which stood out for its musical content.  

 In the dream I was watching a performance of my newest work, a setting of Shakespeare’s The 

Tempest—my favorite play, much of which I know by heart—performed by the Hilliard Ensemble 

accompanied by several instruments including a guitar and cello, conducted by Hans Werner Henze (of 

all people). I woke up and wrote down the piece I’d dreamed.  

 Then I actually woke up. I went to my desk and managed to transcribe about a minute of what I 

remembered, which is preserved unchanged as Sea Change’s opening. To this day it remains the only time 

I have ever dreamed music and been able to recall it upon waking.  

 The piece I ended up writing added a bass clarinet and viola to the dream’s guitar and cello, 

matching the dark timbres of the all-male Hilliard Ensemble. However, much of the vocal and 

instrumental writing proved problematic, and several years later I revisited the material, substituting a 

mixed chorus of solo voices for the male ensemble and recomposing the accompaniment for string 

quartet. 

  My selections from the play focus on what could be termed Prospero’s island family. Passages 

highlighting Miranda, Caliban, Ariel, Ferdinand, and of course Prospero are featured, ignoring the court 

intrigues and overall narrative almost entirely. Formally, Sea Change alternates narrative choral interludes 

with “arias” featuring each of the four soloists, and lasts between fifteen and twenty minutes. 
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SEA CHANGE, OR, THE TEMPEST IN A TEACUP 
selected passages from William Shakespeare’s The Tempest 

 
from Act I, Scene 1 
 
MASTER Boatswain! 
BOATSWAIN Here, master: what cheer? 
MASTER Good, speak to the mariners, fall to’t, yarely, or we run ourselves aground: bestir,  
  bestir. 
BOATSWAIN Take in the topsail! Tend to th’ master’s whistle! Blow till thou burst thy wind, if  
  room enough! 
GONZALO I have great comfort from this fmy ellow: methinks he hath no drowning mark upon  
  him; his complexion is perfect gallows. Stand fast, good Fate, to his hanging: make the  
  rope of his destiny our cable, for our own doth little advantage. If he be not born to be  
  hanged, our case is miserable.  
 
(FROM WITHIN)We split, we split!  
 
GONZALO Now would I give a thousand furlongs of sea for an acre of barren ground—long   
  heath, brown furze, any thing. The wills above be done! but I would fain die a dry  
  death. 
 
from Act I, Scene 2 
 
PROSPERO  Canst thou remember 
  A time before we came unto this cell? 
MIRANDA  Had I not 
  Four or five women once that tended me? 
PROSPERO Thou hadst, and more, Miranda. But how is it 
  That this lives in thy mind? What seest thou else 
  In the dark backward and abysm of time? 
  Twelve year since, Miranda, twelve year since, 
  Thy father was the Duke of Milan and 
  A prince of power. 
  The government I cast upon my brother 
  And to my state grew stranger, being transported 
  And rapt in secret studies. 
   my false brother 
  Awaked an evil nature, 
   he needs must be 
  Absolute Milan. Me (poor man) my library 
  Was dukedom large enough. 
   one midnight 
  Fated to th’ purpose, did Antonio open 
  The gates of Milan; and i’ th’ dead of darkness, 
  The ministers for th’ purpose hurried thence 
  Me and thy crying self. 
   they prepared 
  A rotten carcass of a butt, not rigged, 
   the very rats 
  Instinctively have quit it. There they hoist us, 
  To cry to th’ sea that roared to us; 
   Gonzalo, 
  Knowing I loved my books, he furnished me 



  From mine own library with volumes that 
  I prize above my dukedom. 
  Here in this island we arrived. 
   Come on. 
  We’ll visit Caliban, my slave. 
CALIBAN  I am all the subjects that you have, 
   you do keep from me 
  The rest o’ th’ island. 
PROSPERO  Thou most lying slave, 
  Whom stripes may move, not kindness! I have used thee 
  (Filth as thou art) with humane care, and lodged thee 
  In mine own cell till thou didst seek to violate 
  The honor of my child. 
CALIBAN  Would’t had been done! 
  Thou didst prevent me; I had peopled else 
  This isle with Calibans. 
  You taught me language, and my profit on’t 
  Is, I know how to curse. The red plague rid you 
  For learning me your language! 
ARIEL  Come unto these yellow sands, 
   And then take hands. 
  Curtsied when you have and kissed, 
   The wild waves whist, 
  Foot it featly here and there; 
  And, sweet sprites, the burden bear. 
   Hark, hark! 
FERDINAND Where should this music be? I’ th’ air or th’ earth? 
  It sounds no more. 
  No, it begins again. 
ARIEL  Full fathom five thy father lies; 
   Of his bones are coral made; 
  Those are [the] pearls that were his eyes; 
   Nothing of him that doth fade 
   But doth suffer a sea change 
  Into something rich and strange. 
  Sea nymphs hourly ring his knell: 
   Ding-dong. 
   Ding-dong bell. 
PROSPERO The fringed curtains of thine eye advance... 
 
from Act III, Scene 1 
 
FERDINAND  Admired Miranda! 
  Indeed the top of admiration, worth 
  What’s dearest to the world! Full many a lady 
  I have eyed with best regard, and many a time 
  Th’ harmony of their tongues hath into bondage 
  Brought my too diligent ear; for several virtues 
  Have I liked several women; never any 
  With so full soul but some defect in her 
  Did quarrel with the noblest grace she owed, 
  And put it to the foil. But you, O you, 
  So perfect and so peerless, are created 
  Of every creature’s best. 
 



MIRANDA  I am a fool 
  To weep at what I am glad of. 
 
from Act III, Scene 2 
 
CALIBAN Be not afeard: the isle is full of noises, 
  Sounds and sweet airs that give delight and hurt not. 
  Sometimes a thousand twangling instruments 
  Will hum about mine ears; and sometime voices 
  That, if I then had waked after long sleep, 
  Will make me sleep again; and then, in dreaming, 
  The clouds methought would open and show riches 
  Ready to drop upon me, that, when I waked, 
  I cried to dream again. 
 
from Act IV, Scene 1 
 
PROSPERO If I have too austerely punished you, 
  Your compensation makes amends; for I 
  Have given you here a third of mine own life, 
  Or that for which I live; who once again 
  I tender to thy hand. All thy vexations 
  Were but my trials of thy love, and thou 
  Hast strangely stood the test. Here, afore heaven, 
  I ratify this my rich gift. O Ferdinand, 
  Do not smile at me that I boast her off, 
  For thou shalt find she will outstrip all praise 
  And make it halt behind her. 
ARIEL  Before you can say “Come” and “Go,” 
  And breathe twice and cry, “So, so,” 
  Each one, tripping on his toe, 
  Will be here, with mop and mow. 
  Do you love me, master? No? 
 
from Act V, Scene 1 
 
PROSPERO  this rough magic 
  I here abjure; and when I have required 
  Some heavenly music (which even now I do) 
  To work mine end upon their senses that 
  This airy charm is for, I’ll break my staff, 
  Bury it certain fathoms in the earth, 
  And deeper than did ever plummet sound 
  I’ll drown my book. 
ARIEL   Where the bee sucks, there suck I; 
   In a cowslip’s bell I lie; 
   There I couch when owls do cry. 
   On the bat’s back I do fly 
   After summer merrily. 
  Merrily, merrily shall I live now 
  Under the blossom that hangs on the bough. 
MIRANDA  O, wonder! 
  How many goodly creatures are there here! 
  How beauteous mankind is! O brave new world 
  That has such people in’t! 



PROSPERO And thence retire me to my Milan, where 
  Every third thought shall be my grave. 
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