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Although Saul and I had not worked together in some time, over the past several years he had 

sent me various poems and things he had written for fun, and I chose two of these to set as a kind 

of gift to him. To emphasize the oddity of the lyrics, I chose a countertenor—a male soprano—to 

declaim his texts (although it can also be performed by a soprano). Accompanied originally by 

cellos, I later made a (much better) version for marimba. 

 When I asked him for titles he came up with “Arguile” and “Anger Inaction”. I have no 

idea what relation they have to the texts or what they even mean. Not that it matters. I’m not 

even sure “arguile” is a word, though you must have a lot of guile to wear argyle. 
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TWO SONGS OF SAUL WHEELER 

Saul Wheeler 

 

I. Arguile 

 

There are no reasons  

To blame the seasons. 

Indeed they're massive 

But also passive. 

 

They have their function. 

They are a junction. 

Between the he’s and she’s and we’s that form our lives. 

 

Beyond everything there must be weather 

We need tepidity to tan our leather. 

 

There are no reasons  

To blame the seasons. 

Indeed they're massive 

But also passive. 

 

We need frigidity to make our mixed drinks 

We need lots of rain to endorse our sinks. 

 

There's no way we could live without weather. 

 

II. Anger Inaction 

 

Suspended, somnolent, the great beast lies dormant, pensively awaiting the vacuum's swift charge. 

Below, the beast's shadow, a Wright brotherly creation, prepares to slink skyward banished from high. 

Angered by ions, the great beast kinetic, from gyration's passion Sirocco is summoned. 

Splintered, transposed, displaced to the perimeter, defiled, degraded, hell’s handmaiden lies vanquished. 

Captive in their oasis the populace lounges, thankful for convection, this summer's salvation. 
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