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FROM THE LAND OF THE FARTHER SUNS 

poems from The Black Riders and other Lines by Stephen Crane 

 

  IV 

Yes, I have a thousand tongues, 

And nine and ninety-nine lie. 

Though I strive to use the one, 

It will make no melody at my will, 

But is dead in my mouth. 

 

  XXIV 

I saw a man pursuing the horizon; 

Round and round they sped. 

I was disturbed at this; 

I accosted the man. 

“It is futile,” I said, 

“You can never—“ 

“You lie,” he cried, 

And ran on. 

 

  XXVI 

There was set before me a mighty hill, 

And long days I climbed 

Through regions of snow. 

When I had before me the summit-view, 

It seemed that my labour 

Had been to see gardens 

Lying at impossible distances. 

 

  XXIX 

Behold, from the land of the farther suns I returned. 

And I was in a reptile-swarming place, 

Peopled, otherwise, with grimaces, 

Shrouded above in black impenetrableness. 

I shrank, loathing, 

Sick with it. 

 

 

 

And I said to him, 

“What is this?” 

He made answer slowly, 

“Spirit, this is a world; 

This was your home.” 

 

  XLII 

I walked in a desert. 

And I cried, 

“Ah, God, take me from this place!” 

A voice said, “It is no desert.” 

I cried, “Well, But— 

The sand, the heat, the vacant horizon.” 

A voice said, “It is no desert.” 

   

  LXVII 

God lay dead in heaven; 

Angels sang the hymn of the end; 

Purple winds went moaning, 

Their wings drip-dripping 

With blood 

That fell upon the earth. 

It, groaning thing, 

Turned black and sank. 

Then from the far caverns 

Of dead sins 

Came monsters, livid with desire. 

They fought, 

Wrangled over the world, 

A morsel. 

But of all sadness this was sad— 

A woman’s arms tried to shield 

The head of a sleeping man 

From the jaws of the final beast. 
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