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from Book of Hours | by Kevin Young 
 
Exit Music 
 
In Baton Rouge bridges 
end in midair, arms reaching 
for the other shore 
 
The lights & reek 
of the cracker factory, refineries 
seeping into the dark 
 
I drive Cancer Alley 
to the highwayside 
where you will be buried 
 
* 
 
The smoke here is silver— 
 
issuing like ash 
or vespers over 
the dirty river— 
 
The night almost blue 
 
* 
 
I try & repair 
what isn’t there 
 
* 
 
When I leave your birth 
place—now resting— 
 
you are still 
flowered & above ground 
 
The earth soft  
as flesh 
 
The vault required 
by the state 
 
the grave would give way without 
 
* 
 
May you see 
again 
 

May I bless the man 
who shot you 
 
May I hold you 
as he must have 
 
praying & cursing 
on your land covered by blood 
 
His long mile to the nearest  
house for help 
 
Your swift flight 
up & almost 
alone, over 
 
red fields I now own 
 
* 
 
Watch stopped like your heart 
that they didn’t want 
 
* 
 
Let the river run over 
 
licking bones clean 
like the vulture 
 
 
The grey of the grave 
swept away 
 
The mangled moon 
above the field 
 
The dark don’t stay 
dark these days 
 
Dream the Day After Easter 
 
He said being dead was a little 
like living, only longer. 
 
Grief 
 
In the night I brush 
my teeth with a razor 
 



Obsequies 
 
Dark dirigible 
     filled with sorrow, 
on fire. 
 
* 
 
Sleep’s a distant 
     love—no pillow cool 
enough, or soft. 
 
* 
 
     Morning & memory 
floods the room 
     like light—can sun 
be awful? 
     Can the mind? 
 
* 
 
Laundry 
     like a prayer— 
weekly, or more, 
     & endless. 
 
* 
 
Doubt keeps a kind 
     of faith, is belief 
without a word 
     for what 
 
* 
 
it know— 
     plenty 
for what we don’t 
 
* 
 
     At night I count 
not the stars 
     but the dark. 
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