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Inflatable World is a fun, mostly lighthearted cycle, and should be performed with a pop or

musical theater sensibility.

Saul Wheeler is one of my oldest friends. In high school we discovered everything from music to
movies together, and when as a teenager I decided to start setting words to music I turned
repeatedly to him and his unusual sense of humor.

Although he had never written lyrics before, his contributions are small wonders of weird
whimsy. Our largest project together was Inflatable World, originally intended to be an album of
pseudo-pop songs, now a cycle for soprano and piano. From the remarkable chorus of There is No
Rain (When You Love Me) to his masterpiece, Something Sad to Wear, I have tried to do justice to
Saul’s inspired lyrics.

Originally composed as a simple skeleton of melodies over chord symbols intended for
later realization by instruments, through the next decade I made numerous versions of Inflatable
World, but none of them really worked. Finally in 2014 after years of neglect I returned to them
and made these definitive straightforward versions.

Inflatable World includes eight songs and lasts about twenty minutes.

©2013 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP)



INFLATABLE WORLD
lyrics by Saul Wheeler

1. Inflatable World

Come here my son and listen to me
I'll take you on a strange journey
There is a place where I attest

That once you see you’ll be impressed

I mention this to you because

I know that you are like I was
Tired of toys you soon outgrew
Look here the perfect place for you

At inflatable world you can dance on air

At inflatable world you can bounce if you dare
At inflatable world you can skip and play
When you live your life the inflatable way

A smiling purple dinosaur

Looks down upon a rocket ship
A dragon bridge and racing car
A carbon rat with a sneering lip

Are all inflated for your fun

By a diesel fueled injector pump

They stand and wait for a boy like you to enter
And start to jump

Start to jump!

At inflatable world you can dance on air

At inflatable world you can bounce if you dare
At inflatable world you can skip and play
When you live your life the inflatable way

Your father says don’t you jump on that
Your mother says you're being a brat
So in despair they take you to

The place where they take kids like you

At inflatable world you can dance on air

At inflatable world you can bounce if you dare
At inflatable world

Aninflatable world

No temper tantrums or arson

You smiled and played and hit no one

You bounced all day without bloodshed
Your grateful parents take you home to bed

At inflatable world
Aninflatable world
Aninflatable world every day
Aninflatable world

Why don’t youlive your life
The inflatable way

2. Despondent in Des Moines

Routine lists of misguided dreams
Brandishing transcripts of halfhearted screams
He slowly laid down her resonant head

And mumbled aloud he wished she was dead

Despondent in Des Moines

Opulent structures and ramshackle lives

Where throw pillows glisten with bristling knives

Apathy stronger than cumulative hate
Sanguinary hearts conspired by fate

Despondent in Des Moines

Exhaustion kept the anger at bay

He knew in his heart that one day she’d pay
Despondent ashamed alone in Des Moines
Plotting her death and icing his loins

3. Because I Was So In Love With You

Since we last spoke you seemed so strong
AndIso awful weak

I missed you so, those lonesome days,

A tear ran down my cheek

But now I know you had to go
‘Cause I took too long to see
Because I was so inlove with you,
You weren’t in love with me

My heart was pounding in my throat
I didn’t know what to say

Itried so hard to make you mind

I only pushed you away

My eyes were fixed so straight on you
I plainly couldn’t see

Because I was so inlove with you

You weren’t inlove with me

Our love my dear was headed south

Since you first stopped my heart

I've thought and thought and come to know
That we are best apart

The clouds are gone and now I know
What before I could not see

Because I was so inlove with you
You weren’t inlove with me



4. There Is No Rain (When You Love Me)

There is no rain when you love me
There is no dark which I can’t see
There is no pronoun besides we
There is no rain when you love me

The darkest hours are over

The morning light is upon us

The diffused glow softly cupreous
The dew-speckled fields of clover

Where little wonders are sleeping
Where warm noses tickle their mother
Where whiskers tickle their brother
Where newborns stay for safekeeping

There is no rain when you love me
There is no dark which I can’t see
There is no pronoun besides we
There is no rain when you love me

The stardust streaks through the black sky
The moonglow lightens my pathway

The night owl staves off the new day

The rooster crows inreply

These hours are not forever

These moments tender and fleeting
These feelings are like a chance meeting
These bonds I feel I will shatter

What is left will soon be a new day
What once was never again will be
What will you say if youlove me?

What would you do if I did stay?

These are the things that I know now
These are the things that I'll show you
These are the things that I will do
These are the things that are enow

There is no rain when you love me
There is no dark which I can’t see
There is no pronoun besides we
There is no rain when you love me
When youlove me

5. The Bad and the Ugly

I made a discovery

I found that my loving man
Had committed adultery

He did me the wrong and ran

Salty tears and gnashing teeth
Pulling hair, despondency
Distraught with unending grief
None of that happened to me

The man just was not worth it
Not that cute, or smart, or rich
Idon’t really give a shit

In truth he deserves the bitch

Some think I should forgive her
Be divine, forgive her sin

But not this adulterer

For alas she is my kin

A sisterly reunion
Don’t think I am surprised
I once caught her in communion

With a boy that I'd baptized

Men are men or so they say
They can be fun to have around
But there is a price to pay
Every man is first a hound

As long as you understand
The rules as they are laid out
That every man in the land
Is at heart alout

You can have some fun with them
You can make them do your will
You can even play the femme

Just please use the imbecile

6. On Razor’s Edge

She said: T used your razor
I hope you don’t mind
Stuck in a haze or stupor
Ireplied inkind

I kissed your sister I said

I did not want to

Listen up mister

You jerk I used to love you

Why can’t it be

The way it was when we met
Why can’t you say to me
My dear it’s our secret?

Ladadadadada
Ladadadadada

We made up that night in bed
It was pure magic

No, this is not right,

She said, our love is tragic

Get out of my bed

And quick before I kill you

I wish you were dead she said
I know you do



7. Geraldine

Ping-pong bellows

And gargoyle hollows
In the light of the moon
Miss Geraldine wallows

Ringed turtledoves

Desperate and sallow
Geraldine slinks through fields
Long since fallow

Speak now or forever hold your peace
Speak now or forever hold your peace

Rain-soaked chasms

And twice-shattered rifts
Down on all fours

Through coarse slag she sifts

Speak now or forever hold your peace

Torment and treasure
At once in her hand
Geraldine exhumes
Her once cast-off band

8. Something Sad To Wear

I want to wear your heartache
You model it so well

It’s right out in the open
Right under your lapel

Where can I buy that sadness
Melancholy off the rack

It’s what everyone is wearing
They say it’s the new black

The cut’s alittle bit rakish
The lines are very clean

It makes a certain statement
You wear it to be seen

I want to wear your sorrow
It won’t make me look fat

I'want to wear your anguish
With black pumps and a hat

The blues are always in fashion
Hot off the runway

You can wear them in any weather
Before or after Labor Day

Please don’t think I like begging
For any misery you can spare

Just pass me alittle bit of heartache
I need something sad to wear
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