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=Score in C. Bass Clarinets sound an octave lower than written and do not require an extension.
=Contrabass requires a C extension.
= It may be useful to amplify the voice or both the voice and instruments. In the latter case all

performers should be amplified (not the strings only, for instance).

In 2008 I by chance discovered the book Ocean by the poet Neil Azevedo in a dollar bin at the
Strand Bookstore in Manhattan, and opening it at random a multipart poem about Casper
Hauser caught my eye. As a child I'd been fascinated by the story of the youth who claimed to
have grown up with no knowledge of the outside world, and I loved Azevedo’s strange, evocative
texts, so I immediately composed a half hour song cycle setting them.

However, Casper Hauser Songs never seemed quite right, but I wasn’t sure why.
Eventually I realized the original rock-influenced instrumentation (including baritone sax and
electric guitar) was to blame. Although the melodic and harmonic character of the songs may
often—deliberately—resemble popular forms, the work sits firmly in the classical tradition, and as
such it made sense to recast it for a more acoustic ensemble.

Over the next several years I made different versions of the piece for various
instrumentations, including solo piano, until in 2017 I finally settled on a rich sextet of low
woodwinds and strings. As I worked on these arrangements I found myself extensively rewriting
the piece, so that by the time I arrived at this final score the material had been virtually
recomposed entirely from the bottom up, though the songs retain their original shapes and

character.

©2008-2016 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP)



CASPER HAUSER SONGS
by Neil Azevedo

1. The Dark Lament of His Mouth

Before I was done being born, earthlight
cluttered the floor; small insects fingered my back
and chest, my walls tranquil with the velvet
drape of roots and with cement’s cold breath.
In a chain’s motion, I heard the mole’s thoughts
in darkness lit by my hands. I heard my heart
and the writhing tails of rats. I broke

(as an act of silence) their awful paws,

felt my way into a voice I held

inside my claws, as birds resemble sleep.

That was where I saw my Other—the person

I could please, a fog on the dark glass

nocturnal in reflection, my veiled vessel

to whom Isaid, I want to be a horseman.

2. Solitude

And now, a child, there on the floor, quiet
as wood; when smiling, a ceramic bowl,
and ceasing to be or finding myself
still—light dimming my invisible veins.
Always on Advent eve, the horror glass,
sterility of the clock, fingers thrilled
with a fire, the whole world in bed early.
Strange illuminations. From my room
earth’s darkness miles deep. And so it begins
in the auspice of rain, in getting up

from the glass, loosening water, in men,
in their laughter, in memorizing tricks.
This is the silent genius of the deaf—
eyes watering, lips wondering: “Jesus.”

3. Whiteness

Closer to gods I enter my limp, carefully

step through heaven, where children sully

hot stone, where we keep to ourselves,

most things the burnished pearl of owl’s

claw, snow in siege, the eyes of community
painless light. Where boys become a human room
for animals to fight; slim breeds,

thin as the thief’s hand, as the plum’s skin,
bleed. Where those that come closest die.

Then pleasure. Then we speak the language
restive from a throat, wild, an ugly

tongue by which I will consider these

new things (away from the room) you—like my
rat-bloodied hand, like my sacred heart.

4. On the Albino Farm...

...the artisans assume their human shape.
Their practiced claws wake to find my name,
to carve me into fruit, my likeness veiled
beneath the harvest of the field. In heat

the sheets haunt stalks; in their drained skin
they discover winter, scurry for a snow

they plant deep into the color of men.

The specters hear me speak; they listen

for my voice and feed. The demons live
inside my speech and stutter in my throat—
they make me say the things I didn’t mean
and search the earth for sound. They sing without
avoice. They wait to live, dissolve to sleep.
They eat. They burn. They harbor all the deaf.

5. First Light

Smoke travels from a burning horse
injured by the dark, then slaughtered.
Flames finger its shape in the field.

Fire, black and swift, cleans the meat off bones
and finds the stud’s ash, its final form
loosed over a sodden earth; an odor

veils the bright grass as the moist

scent of char holds my breath to the past.
Scared, I retreat to the familiar,

the deaf light of the rabbit, the speed

from his chalk-covered hands

mimicking movement from where I speak:
avoice hidden inside my mouth,

not dark but lusterless, and deep.

6. Der Erlkonig

I see you now, lit by myself: evening’s
disguise, color of mist, semblance of vines,
the pleach of clouds swollen with hail.

We touch the ground swiftly; you’ve shown
me how to hide, to escape in flight’s shadow.
I see you in the shine of the horse

in hooves moist with alfalfa, slower

in bean spears and in dirt hay-fragrant.
And I follow through the hands of trees
galloping to accept your gifts, Majesty,
with need to be bells warning of frost.
With love, now, show me how to move.

I have come home to lie down in you—
saintlike and febrile at dusk.



7.To My Body

It is you they want. We have never been
inlove. I'm sorry you've had to be cold,

a handful of lice, animal of my heart.

Where have you been? I shall not

look to worry about what you're about

to do to me in an act of omission.

I'will no longer contest your being

heavy and always home. Since you’re the wanted,
why not give you to their white hand?
Because as I watch, I want you myself.

How awful that we’ve grown so attached,

that each betrayal brings my fingers back

to you. For tonight, lie with me: I will

be puncture and breath, and you will like that.

8. That the Night Please Us

That’s when I woke into the dark white owls,
in medicine. I had become alone.

It was the time before I finished dying,
before I1ooked for fever in rain,

an illness I could give permission.

Alive in the shaded world of men,

I knew you as pain, as specific need,

as the cold thing that was foreign.

I will always misunderstand the omen,
the obvious image laced in the mind:

all of the life I was not forgetting.

Few appearances are like this. That is why,
ill-1it, T ache as you enter my throat,
rising, a sound in the crowd of the dark.

9. Ich will ein Reiter werden

The more you see, the more you will return
to me, where nothing is a memory,

where we remember this is the same. Iam
place: no secret hearth, no oubliette,

just a simple room, a carcass wrapped

in hood: small light, susurrus, and mud.
Hot with fall and shadows on my hair,
my hands lumber onto sand, my knees
release the earth, the grotesque

bulging in the throat, the whole world
coming like a color. As poinsettias
darken by daylight, skin turns heavy
under the douse of sun, the lush and hail
of night: black hurrying hooves.
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