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⇒Performers may be amplified; however if one is amplified all should be amplified. 

⇒The snare should be pitched relatively high, with a snap to it. 

⇒The pedal bass drum (or “kick”) should be muffled with a pillow for instance and produce a 

hard, dry thwack. 

⇒Saxophones have been provided with as much breathing-space as possible. During continuous 

textures such as lines of quarter notes, breathe as inconspicuously as possible, always at the ends of 

phrases. 

 

Henry Darger has inspired many works of art in the decades since his extraordinary books and 

paintings were first discovered, one of the most important being John Ashbery’s book-length 

poem Girls on the Run. In this composition I set selections from Ashbery’s poem for baritone, 

three saxophones, and drums in a style intended to recall Michael Nyman on the one hand and 

Richie Hawtin on the other without actually sounding too much like either. Five years after first 

completing Girls on the Run I cut more than ten minutes from the piece, revising and reworking 

the piece to create a stronger structure and more focused sound world. 
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GIRLS ON THE RUN 

poem by John Ashbery 
 
from I 
 
A great plane flew across the sun, 
and the girls ran along the ground. 
The sun shone on Mr. McPlaster’s face, it was green like an elephant’s. 
 
*** 
 
Inside, in the twilit nest of evening, 
something was coming undone. Dimples could feel it, 
surging over her shoulder like a wave of energy. And then— 
it was gone. No one had witnessed it but herself. 
And so Dimples took off for the city, which was near and wholesome. 
There, with her sister Larissa, she planned the big blue boat 
that future generations will live in, and thank us for. It twitched 
at its steely moorings, and seemed to say: Live, like life, with me. 
 
from V 
 
To have had a son back there... 
But the unthinkable is common knowledge now. We must let down a ladder 
so the others may attach their boats to it, and in that way we shall be saved. 
Only I think we’re... It’s all coming nearer. 
 
from VII 
 
The thread ended up on the floor, 
where threads go. 
It became a permanent thing, like silver— 
every time you polish it, a little goes away. 
Then the ducks arrived, it was raining. 
Such a lot of going around and doing! 
Sometimes they were in sordid sexual situations; 
at others, a smidgen of fun would intrude on our day 
which exists to be intruded on, anyway. 
Its value, to us, is incommensurate 
with, let’s say, the concept of duration, which kills, 
surely as a serpent hiding behind a stump. 
Our phrase books began to feel useless—for once 
you have learned a language, what is there to do but forget it? 
An illustration changes us. 
 
*** 
 
That was that day’s learning. 
 



 
 
from XII 
 
Dream lover, won’t you come to me? 
Dream lover, won’t you be my darling? 
it’s not too late or too early. 
Dream lover, won’t you kiss me and hold me? 
Dream lover, won’t you miss me and mold me? 
See, it was better that the chickens gulped concrete 
commas to be able to rinse backwards. 
Otherwise the driveling idiots would be maligned 
and come to feel transparent. 
Dream lover, are you apparent? 
 
from XVIII 
 
Everywhere we go is something to eat 
and fat disappointment, tears in the rain. Somebody is coming over the radio. 
A lull. 
 
from XXI 
 
A giant paw 
over the moon. Melons bloomed in corners. Shrimp blew away 
to be fecund elsewhere, next year. 
In time it will be your caesura too… 
We caregivers especially. We must forget, 
while others only live, peer into circles of living embroidery. The geese 
will jump for you again, anon. Then it’s no business. They closed 
the place, the food court, they all 
have gone away, it’s restless, and mighty, as an ark 
to the storm, yet the letter 
of the law is obeyed, and sometimes the spirit 
in forgotten tales of the seekers—O who were they? 
Mary Ann, and Jimmy—no, but who were they? 
Who have as their mantles on the snow 
and we shall never reach land 
before dark, yet who knows what advises them, 
discreet in the mayhem? And then it’s bright in the defining pallor of their day. 
Does this clinch anything? We were cautioned once, told not to venture out— 
yet I’d offer this much, this leaf, to thee. 
Somewhere, darkness churns and answers are riveting, 
taking on a fresh look, a twist. A carousel is burning. 
The wide avenue smiles. 
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