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1. Procedures
The palm tree exposes
a large number
of loose, carved spines

out of pleasure?

Boredom?

To start over
in the carved moment
is to take cover.

A solid short woman
in a pink wool suit

proceeds—
anxiously? doggedly?

alone

up a sidewalk
laid down for her.

(We don’t believe it.)

>*

There are two kinds
of choices,

pirate sources say:

unconscious
and desperate.

Sky god girl

Three poems by Rae Armantrout

2. Eyes

Out light is never spent.
Is spent.

Thus have we scooped out
maceration reservoirs.

We will blaze forth
what remains
as pixels.

Great angels
fly at our behest
between towers,

along axons and dendrites,

so that things stand
as they stand

in the recruited present.
3. Advent

In front of the craft shop,
a small nativity,

mother, baby, sheep
made of white

and blue balloons.

Sky
god
girl.

Pick out the one
that doesn’t belong.

>*

Some thing

close to nothing
flat
from which,

fatherless,
everything has come.
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