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⇒2 Rattles: One held in each hand, shaken simultaneously.  

⇒1 Bass drum. Muffled, each stroke nevertheless sounding clear and defined.  

⇒1 Marimba. Bb2 is required.  

⇒7 Almglocken: Bb3, C#/Db4, Eb4, F4, F#/Gb4, G4, and G#/Ab4. These should be performed 

with mallets that provide a warm, rounded sound, not a bright metallic clang.  

⇒2 Floor toms. No snares. Pitches should be clearly differentiated, with both low. They need not 

be floor toms but should be of that approximate size and pitch.  

⇒1 Timpani. 32”-30”. 

⇒1 Tam-tam. Large.  

Mallets throughout are suggested, and different solutions may be used to create the desired sound. 
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VANISHING POINTS 

Valerio Magrelli, translated by Jamie McKendrick 

 

1. There’s a moment when the body 

 

There’s a moment when the body 

gathers itself in breathing 

and thought stops and hesitates. 

Likewise things 

tugged by the moon 

undergo the influence of 

the tidal sigh, the malleable eclipse. 

And the boats’ planks 

swell gently in water. 

 

2. Sleep subtracts much from life. 

 

Sleep subtracts much from life. 

The work suspended at the edge of day 

gradually sinks into silence. 

The mind subtracted from itself 

is veiled with eyelids. 

And sleep grows within sleep 

like a sinister, second body. 

 

 

3. This rain of ashes 

 

This rain of ashes 

on the yellow courtyards 

makes the sheets 

seem gravestones. 

Each pegged cloth a shroud 

in the vertical noon. 

4. To write as if this 

 

To write as if this were a work of translation, 

something already penned in another 

language. 

The word is freighted and hesitates, 

still keeps vibrating 

as when on a keyboard the held notes 

endure beyond the detachment of touch, 

keep sounding on until their silencing. 

 

 

5. I should like, one day, 

 

I should like, one day, 

to be turned to marble, 

to be stripped of nerves, 

glistening tendons, veins. 

Just to be airy enamel, 

slaked lime, the striped 

tunic of a wind 

ground to a halt. 

 

6. You stand on a pier 

 

You stand on a pier 

as though on a ruin, 

a bridge that gives 

onto the waters. 
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