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Flute
Oboe

Clarinet in B
2 Harps (1% is tuned one quarter tone higher than the rest of the ensemble)

Violin
Viola
Cello

Score in C.

The first harp is tuned one quarter tone higher than the rest of the ensemble. The
harpists should carefully tune in conjunction before any performance to make certain all
harmonic cross-relations are correct. The quarter tone harp must take care to pedal as
marked: enharmonic substitutions will result in the sounding of incorrect quarter tones. It
may be desirable to tune the entire ensemble slightly flat to reduce tension on the strings
of the quarter tone harp.

All instruments are required to produce quarter tones. These pitches must evenly
bisect a half step; it is important that all quarter tones be played properly to preserve the
correct harmonies throughout this piece. The winds should practice finding fingerings that

reliably produce the desired pitches. Quarter tone relations are notated as follows:

All harp harmonics are notated at sounding pitch.

All grace notes are to be played before the beat.

Glissandos begin immediately and last the length of the note as written.
Glissandos following from tied notes also begin immediately; the ties are a convenience
to preserve clear rhythmic notation. The flautist always glissandos by rolling her
instrument, producing a %:-step pitch bend (never keyed), while the oboe and clarinet

glissando by whatever means produces the smoothest result.

©2013 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP)
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Hommage aux Freres Quay

Stephen and Timothy Quay are my favorite living filmmakers. Identical twins
originally from Pennsylvania, they have lived in England for over forty years creating
some of the weirdest and most beautiful films ever made. Best known for their stop-
motion puppet films, they have also made two extraordinary, mostly live-action feature
films: Institute Benjamenta (after texts of Robert Walser), and The Piano Tuner of
Earthquakes.

I have long wanted to write a piece dedicated to the Quay Brothers, not only
because I admire their work, but because many of their interests and obsessions mirror my
own. This composition, Les Régles onto déja pensé a tout, takes its title from a quote by
Robert Walser found in Institute Benjamenta, which may be translated as “Rules have
already thought of everything.” It’s a phrase well suited to my music, with its carefully
preplanned architectures into which I slot various tiny musical ideas.

As stop-motion animators the Quay Brothers work at the intersection of the
mechanical and the organic. Just as dolls and other inanimate objects come to life in the
flickering of twenty-four frames per second, in this work I combine jittery, stuttering
rhythmic ideas with independent lines of harmony to produce a hesitant musical
continuity.

One musical idea I especially wanted to explore were quarter tones, the pitches that
live between the half steps that comprise the normal chromatic scale. The liminal quality
of the resulting harmonies seems to me somehow reminiscent of the uncanny world of
the Quay Brothers’ films, and their strange in-betweenness seems related to the way in
which the puppets dwelling in those crepuscular landscapes seem simultaneously alive yet
not alive.

Les Régles onto déja pensé a tout is scored for flute, oboe, clarinet, violin, viola,
cello, and two harps, one of which is tuned a quarter tone above the other, and lasts about

seventeen minutes.
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