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PLASTIC ROBBINS BAND

Eric Shanfield
poems by Michael Robbins
ENS.2014.1 | 12’

1. My Old Job 4. Alien Vs. Predator
2. Dig Dug 5. Second Helping
3. Welfare Mothers 6. Plastic Robbins Band

Soprano

String Quartet

Quarter tone notation:

I first became aware of Michael Robbins when his controversial review of a book by Robert Hass
appeared in Poetry, and although I did not necessarily agree with his opinions I found his
approach thoughtful, intelligent, funny, and refreshing in its refusal to kowtow to the mandarins
of high art represented by that august publication. I sought out his poetry and immediately
decided to put it to music.

Plastic Robbins Band sets six poems from his collection Alien Vs. Predator for soprano
and string quartet. The material is deliberately poppy, blocky, colorful, and catchy, but the setting
is full of destabilizing elements—quarter tones, glissandos, arpeggios—which together reflect
Robbins’s subversion of clichés, catchphrases, stereotypes, and banalities in his frequently hilarious
but often also dark and uncomfortable work.

The songs are mostly set in simple verse forms, and the cycle’s overall shape is fast, fast,
slow, fast, fast, slow. Plastic Robbins Band was composed in February and June 2014 and lasts

around twelve minutes.

©2014 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP)



PLASTIC ROBBINS BAND
poems by Michael Robbins

1. My Old Job

My name is Michael, I'm an alcoholic.
Hi, Michael. Row your boatashore.
The Christian youth group is sudsing cars.

They get Raptured. They hit the bars.

Cathy Aspirin’s a karaoke machine
the size of Racine, Wisconsin.
Cathy, I think I left my uterus in your uterus.

I’d like to know whatkind of response you get.

Maybe it’s Maybelline. Why can’tyou be true?
You regifted the VD I wrapped up just for you.
My penis and my brain team up to penis-brain you.

Itis now my duty to completely drain you.

Soap me down, children, I'm full of pain pills.
I wasborninabarn. Some call ita manger.

The car was washed in the blood

ofthe lamb is full of rainbows.

2. Dig Dug

In these United Arab States, Muslims
are elected wearing roller skates.
Erectile dysfunction in the nation’s pets
is just the sort of grievance we petition
to redress. I give my skinny prick

a shake, to askif there is some mistake.



Hold me closer, tiny reindeer. They saw
Oliver Stone distribute juice boxes.

He counts the headlights on the highway:
one ifby reptile, two if by foxes.

Slash is both sad and happy for Axl.

The nation’s pets are high on Paxil.

Memory is the bended grass where deer have lain.

It's hard to hold a candle to the cold November rain.

3. Welfare Mothers

I getup in the evening, dress

the buffalo, slip into its carcass,

afloor too cool for corn. I'm born again
as the Tennessee Valley Authority.

I’'m not with you in Rockland, a fortiori.

It was the winter of the wayward clone.
The frontier towns were low on phlogiston.
I wasatinyacorn then, butnow

I mine the bay and trash the Finns.

My name’s in all the magazines.

Little Bo Mercy in heels and hose,
justunder the water she usually goes.
She moves grams and ounces, prays for war.

She’s not the droid you’re looking for.

IfI could mmm like a mourning dove,
the bonny bears would know.
The final buffalo scrimps and saves.

I come on the uncut hair of graves.



4. Alien Vs. Predator

Praise this world, Rilke says, the jerk.
We’d stay up all night. Every angel’s
berserk. Hell, if you slit monkeys

for aliving, you’d pray to me, too.

I’'m not so forgiving. I'm rubber, you’re glue.

Thatelkis such a dick. He’s a space tree
making a ski and a little foam chiropractor.
I setthe controls, I pioneer

the seeding of the ionosphere.

I translate the Bible into velociraptor.

In front of Best Buy, the Tibetans are released,

but where’s the whale on stilts that we were promised?
I fight the comets, lick the moon,

pave its lonely streets.

The sandhill cranes make brains look easy.

I go by many names: Buju Banton,
Camel Light, The New York Times.
Pointbeing, rickshaws in Scranton.
I have a few legs. I sleep on meat.

I'd eatyour bra—pointbeing—in a heartbeat.

5. Second Helping

I dare not speak my name, itis so long

and unpronounceable. I enforce the thaw
here among the timbered few. We despise you
and whatever you rode in on—is thata swan?

I'm not really like this. I'm over the moon.



Still, we jar marmalade. We plow.
We don’tneed Neil Young around anyhow.
Your tribe’s Doritos are infested with a stegosaur.

That Forever 21 used to be a Virgin Megastore.

Scott Baio in full feathered glory
was everything I'm not. I am everything I am
and then some. I'm coming along nicely.

Don’tstick your forkin me till I'm done.

6. Plastic Robbins Band

I bitmy penis off at three.

Unless—no, wait—that wasn’t me.

I stitched my penis, which I hate,

onto the face of my friend Kate.

Why would you want to write such things?

Nothing makes poetry happen.

Ilookinto my heartand creep.

My heartislovely, darkand deep.

I kiss your trash. My boobs are fake.

I have promises to break.
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