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DIVIDE THESE 
poems by Saskia Hamilton 

 
 
1. Not Known 
 
Seventy lakes below. 
 
The snow. 
 
Houses at the edges. 
 
The small airplane inches forward. 
 
Salt on my fingers; a child waking one seat 
 
back. Lakes have given way to fields. 
 
No, not water; snow on the fields, 
 
little squares and rectangles, 
 
light glinting off the plane, 
 
glinting off small rivers, traveling 
 
forward like the rest of us from matter 
 
to the account of matter. The boy 
 
protests; he won’t stop now until we land. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2. Canal 
 
The visitors chatted about old cooks and 
 dogs. 
The figure on the bed in the front room: 
 
the mouth ajar: the window ajar: 
the drawbridge raised for the barge. 
 
 Canal 
 
So: the bridge was too low, which meant 
this length was not for trade. 
Your passengers must crouch in the center 
of the hull. And your boat goes under 
 
at the speed of walking. 
 
 Canal 
 
Shoulders bowed round like the hull of the 
boat. 
If the spine were to hold, you would float, 
 
you would move toward the mouth, 
you would not scuttle. 
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