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Texts by Ben Marcus from “The Age of Wire and String”

for Alexandra Brokalakis
1. Sleep
2. Weather

3. Food

Soprano

Solo Percussion: Glockenspiel, Vibraphone, Marimba, Bass Drum

The bass drum maybe played with a pedal.

Mallets ad lib.

The percussionist sings the title of each section as notated in the score. Any octave is acceptable.

Do not worry about tone; only pitch and rhythm is important.
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THE MOUTH HARNESS
texts from “The Age of Wire and String” by Ben Marcus

1. Sleep
ALBERT

Nightly killer of light, applied to systems or bodies which alter postures under various stages of darkness. Flattened
versions exist only in the water or grass. They may not rise until light is poured upon them.

SHIRT OF NOISE

Garment, fabric, or residue that absorbs and holds sound, storing messages for journeys. Its loudness cannot be
soothed. It can destroy the member which inhabits it.

WIND BOWL

Pocket of curved, unsteady space formed between speaking persons. They may discuss the house, its grass, some foods,
the father inside. The wind bowl will tilt and push across their faces, that they might appear leaning back, arching away
from each other, grasping at the ground behind them as if sleeping.

2. Weather

BACKWARD WIND

Forward wind.

RAIN

Hard, shiny silver object, divided into knives and used for cutting procedures.

DROWNING METHOD

System of speech distortion in which gestures filtering through rain and water fields are perceived as their opposites. In
order to show affection, a member is instructed to smash or squeeze. In devious weather, the shrewdest member is seen
acting only at odds with his true desire, so that others may see his insides, which have otherwise been drowned.

3.Food

BLAIN

Cloth chewed to frequent raggedness by a boy. Lethal to birds. When blanketed over the house, the sky will be swept of
objects.

MOUTH HARNESS, THE

Device for trapping and containing the head. Mouths are often stuffed with items-—he only objects legally defined as
suspicious or worthy of silent paranoid regard. A claim is therefore made that we eat suspicion and become filled with
it. The harness is designed to block all ingestion.

EATING

Dying. Since the first act of the body is to produce its own demise, eating can be considered an acceleration of this
process. Morsels and small golden breads enter the mouth from without to enhance the motions and stillnesses, boost
the tones and silences. These are items which bring forth instructions from the larger society to the place of darkness
and unknowing; the sticky core, the area within, the bone.
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