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Two String Quartets

4 Violins
2 Violas
2 Cellos

VIn2 Clo1 VIn4 Clo2
Vin 1 Vlal Vln 3 Vla 2

Audience

Performance Instructions

Notes marked staccato are generally played off the string.

Staccato notes connected by a slur are always played jeté or spiccato, depending on phrase length.
The second movement is played con sordino sempre. The third movement may be played con
sordino sempre with metal (not rubber) practice mutes, or alternatively senza sord. al fine as
determined by the performers. Dynamics with regard to mutes indicate the relative “force” of

performance and not the resulting dynamics, which will be softer than marked.

Program Notes

Octet is a composition in three movements for two string quartets. The first movement is
entitled EEEEE. The second movement is entitled EEE. The third movement is entitled EEEE.
Together these are the sound a dolphin makes, according to the novel EEEEE EEE EEEE by Tao
Lin, which has nothing to do with my Octet, really.

©2015 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP)
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