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ICE AGE 
 “The Bush Administration” by Frederick Seidel 

 
 I 
The darkness coming from the mouth 
Must be the entrance to a cave. 
The heart of darkness took another form 
And inside is the Congo in the man. 
I think the Bush administration is as crazy as Sparta was. 
Sparta has swallowed Congo and is famished. 
The steel Spartan abs turn to fevered slush 
While it digests the good that it is doing 
In the desert heat. I felt a drop of rain, 
Which is the next Ice Age being born. 
 
 II 
I stood on Madison. The sun was shining. 
I felt large drops of rain as warm as tears. 
I held my hand out, palm up, the way one does. 
The sun was shining, and the rain really started. 
Maybe there must have been a rainbow somewhere. 
I hailed a cab and as I hopped in 
That was the first thing 
The radio said: 
They had beheaded an American. 
There was a thunderclap and it poured. 
 
 III 
The downpour drumming on my taxi gets the Hutu in me dancing. 
Il rombo della Desmosedici makes machete music. 
I crawl into a crocodile 
And I go native. 
The white cannibals in cowboy boots 
Return to the bush 
And the darkness of the brutes. 
I am on all fours eating grass 
So I can throw up because I like the feeling. 
I crouch over a carcass and practice my eating. 
  

IV 
The United States of America preemptively eats the world. 
The doctrine of eat lest you be eaten 
Is famished, roars 
And tears their heads off before its own is sawed off. 
The human being sawing screams God is Great! 
God is—and pours cicadas 
By the tens of millions through the air. 
They have risen from underground. 
The voices of the risen make a summer sound. 
It is pouring cicadas on Madison Avenue, making the street thick. 
 



  
V 

Every human being who has ever lived has died, 
Except the living. The sun is shining and 
The countless generations rise from underground this afternoon 
And fall like rain. 
I never thought that I would see your face again. 
The savage wore a necklace made of beads, 
And then I saw the beads were tiny human faces talking. 
He starting crying and the tears were raindrops. 
The raindrops were more faces. 
Everybody dies, but they come back as salt and water. 
 
 VI 
I am charmed by my taxi’s sunny yellow reflection 
Keeping abreast of the speeding taxi I’m in, 
Playful and happy as a dolphin, 
All the way down York Avenue to the hospital, 
Right up to the bank of elevators to heaven. 
I take an elevator to the floor. 
Outside the picture window, rain is falling on the sunshine. 
In the squeeze-hush silence, the ventilator keeps breathing. 
A special ops comes in to check the hoses and the flow. 
A visitor holds out his plan to taste the radiant rain. 
 
 VII 
The Bush administration likes its rain sunny-side up. 
I feel a mania of happiness at being alive 
As I write you this suicide note. 
I have never been so cheerily suicidal, so sue-seidel. 
I am too cheery to be well. 
George Bush is cheery as well. 
I am cheeriest  
Crawling around on all fours eating gentle grass 
And pretending I am eating broken glass. 
Then I throw up the pasture. 
   

VIII 
CENTCOM is drawing up war plans. 
They will drop snow on Congo. 
It will melt without leaving a trace, at great expense. 
America will pay any price to whiten darkness. 
My fellow citizen cicadas rise to the tops of the vanished Twin Towers 
And float back down white as ashes 
To introduce a new Ice Age. 
The countless generations rise from underground this afternoon 
And fall like rain. 
I never thought that I would live to see the towers fall again. 
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