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Soprano 

Percussion (one player): Vibraphone, Marimba, Glockenspiel 

Piano 

 

 

*Vibraphone (1, 2 & 7); Marimba (3 & 5); Glockenspiel (4); Vibraphone + Glockenspiel (6); 

Marimba + Glockenspiel (8 & 9); Vibraphone + Marimba + Glockenspiel (10). The glockenspiel 

should be placed such that it can be played simultaneously with the vibraphone and with the 

marimba, or can easily be moved between the two. Two glockenspiels might also be used. In the 

final movement (10) the glockenspiel is played in combination with the vibraphone, the player 

then moving quickly to the marimba for the final chords. 

 

 

Later, I realized I stole the opening melody from Styx. 
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ONCE MORE, WITH FEELING 

Adam Fitzgerald 

 

A Few Rehearsals 

 

You’re a dying man with no need to fake your death. The tempest actuary approaches you in bald 

light, berating you with figured shadow while one flash ricochets from the blinds. Postcards fall as 

if from horoscopes spread with jungleish naiveté. Through only more zippered static, instructions 

reassemble in your head of accident-sites, of macabre picnics. Our inner life. You have only one 

real memory, and that is waking in a house not your own where you play the strange duke. 

Would that part inimitable keep? Drawers to rummage through, overgrown pluvial bedrooms, 

unpinned hands displaying exhibits, numb phrases, girly fans, even hypethral colors. A humble 

pair of underwear restores you to its sense. 

 

Hydrophobe Born Under Water 

 

Forgive me for asking, but why in this mottled world would you expect another? Eccentric 

pilasters stand in the rain: ruins for remaining ruined. My dreams, meanwhile, occur in 

mercantile factory houses filled with shelves representing gaps in the Now Culture: from surgical 

drilling leaflets to new medicine ads. Reduced, though not so enervated today, the reality of 

dingy parlor casements takes me while parachuting to bed for lack of better thing to think or do. 

The lanky, still sun ravishes this arching colonnade. 

 

Two Persons Both Assigned to Seating Chart B22 

 

I have routine seizures. Sneezes, wheezes, even stray microbial doom scenarios are not alien to 

me. And stranger than that: the sky gurgling above spent wood-youths. Allow me to be very 

queer with you. I know what you worry about. Grammarians, freshets, why one leaves or is “the 

one.” No matter, chaste rock. Here comes the sweet and puckered air. 

 

 

 

 

 



Coda 

 

When the sun fails off harbor and I’m still second-rate, barbarisms notwithstanding, will you still 

love me? When noxious flax falls from the ledge and sedges wink back to their indubitable brink, 

will you still etc.? I trek nominal distances, districting perfumeries. My port rolls hard to ruddy, 

slapping waves. Tongue-depressors are whatever’s left of the city—its lisping fantasia of blue 

parades, airy sundries, exotic krill, mercenary hand-goods. 

 

Allo, Mzechabuki 

 

I come to cuddle thee. A scrapheap of odds and mostly ends. Guipure, carrickmacross, Antwerp—

cotton swabs which pattern brides—are yours. Over the Circassian mountains, refugee winds do 

their thing, ensconced in mojo beyond translation, like a rocking horse given from one father to 

another. Orphan storage units—containing Cherkeskas, Narts, a Bashlik—flow like the Psou 

without the slightest litmus test of failure to the contrary. Peer-review questionnaires harass me in 

the mail. I suffer gladly an arabesque, realizing the regard this occasion allows itself, polite as a 

tombstress. I hang onto something’s liver. Overhead, opal-like, filed marshaling shows—unlike 

this country—you still exist. 

 

Meaning Without Repetition, Repetition Without Meaning 

 

Let the meek inherit that beautiful archaic needle. Whatever animates this jerky day is fine by me, 

lost as it is on another of Chevy Chase’s hunts. And for what? Swansdown won’t do. 

Concentrate. Lie thick on the entrance to a scene. Palpably declare why mull and madras is worn 

by specific players. Why, also, they fan telltale cards that signify “uber-mundanity” is a good. 

Haggling over zephyrs, pawning shoddy knit-rayon, this is only the funnel-cake of an identity. 

Floral bobble, ribbed panels, marvelous spools. Your goodbye. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Something You Heard In A Dream Once 

 

I go into the houses of little angels and almost leave a good man. 

 

Rochambeau 

 

You chortle your tongue as something quite immortal peters through the figurines that are still 

where you left them. An ardor full or starter kits and tremendous tooth-filings. And yet, with 

your comically phallic nose, the manuscript you point to must be original, like a yard not unlike 

this morning, it’s tensed haze. Dreams autofluff off the bed like quizzical ladykins. Please know 

from the crackpot of my canary affections, authority junky that I am, my honeydew hairdo is not 

so much new as new to you. You clasp dry racks. You snort a little tune to yourself, chthonic as 

ever. You lean into a grudge and out plops, intricately, a pidgin civilization: smoke without color, 

window without testament, needlessly attained. 

 

The Eternals 

 

Refer to whatever you want. Just make it local and habitually assuaged with sprockets, hanging or 

inserted in profound manner, like naked feet passing across skies. (It was a  museum of accidents 

but also accents: Chicory, chromium, bone-yellow something.) Our seductive spills were brought 

out back near a hose, unbuckled, stripped, meant to bend over, describe English riding-coats then 

thumb-over tax slips, recite cardboard delicacies. 

 

Erratum Musical 

 

Go with God. Stay for dessert. 
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2. HYDROPHOBE BORN UNDER WATER
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