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TENNYSON SONGBOOK 
 
THE KRAKEN 
 
Below the thunders of the upper deep, 
Far, far beneath in the abysmal sea, 
His ancient, dreamless, uninvaded sleep 
The Kraken sleepeth: faintest sunlights flee 
About his shadowy sides; above him swell 
Huge sponges of millennial growth and height; 
And far away into the sickly light, 
From many a wondrous grot and secret cell 
Unnumbered and enormous polypi 
Winnow with giant arms the slumbering green. 
There hath he lain for ages, and will lie 
Battening upon huge sea worms in his sleep, 
Until the latter fire shall heat the deep; 
Then once by man and angels to be seen, 
In roaring he shall rise and on the surface die. 
 
IN THE VALLEY OF CAUTERETZ 
 
All along the valley, stream that flashest white, 
Deepening thy voice with the deepening of the night, 
All along the valley, where thy waters flow, 
I walk'd with one I loved two and thirty years ago. 
All along the valley, while I walk'd to-day, 
The two and thirty years were a mist that rolls away; 
For all along the valley, down thy rocky bed, 
Thy living voice to me was as the voice of the dead, 
And all along the valley, by rock and cave and tree, 
The voice of the dead was a living voice to me. 
 
IN MEMORIAM A.H.H. – CANTO LVI 
 
Man, her last work, who seem'd so fair, 
Such splendid purpose in his eyes, 
Who roll'd the psalm to wintry skies, 
Who built him fanes of fruitless prayer, 
 
 
Who trusted God was love indeed 
And love Creation's final law— 
Tho' Nature, red in tooth and claw 
With ravine, shriek'd against his creed— 
 
 
Who loved, who suffer'd countless ills, 
Who battled for the True, the Just, 
Be blown about the desert dust, 
Or seal'd within the iron hills? 
 
No more? A monster then, a dream, 
A discord. Dragons of the prime, 
That tare each other in their slime, 
Were mellow music match'd with him. 



O life as futile, then, as frail! 
O for thy voice to soothe and bless! 
What hope of answer, or redress? 
Behind the veil, behind the veil. 
 
NOW SLEEPS THE CRIMSON PETAL 
 
Now sleeps the crimson petal, now the white; 
Nor waves the cypress in the palace walk; 
Nor winks the gold fin in the porphyry font. 
The firefly wakens; waken thou with me. 
 
   Now droops the milk-white peacock like a ghost, 
And like a ghost she glimmers on to me. 
 
   Now lies the Earth all Danaë to the stars, 
And all thy heart lies open unto me. 
 
   Now slides the silent meteor on, and leaves 
A shining furrow, as thy thoughts in me. 
 
   Now folds the lily all her sweetness up, 
And slips into the bosom of the lake. 
So fold thyself, my dearest, thou, and slip 
Into my bosom and be lost in me. 
 
THE EAGLE 
 
He clasps the crag with crooked hands;  
Close to the sun in lonely lands,  
Ring'd with the azure world, he stands.  
 
The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls;  
He watches from his mountain walls,  
And like a thunderbolt he falls.  
 
SWEET AND LOW 
 
Sweet and low, sweet and low, 
   Wind of the western sea, 
Low, low, breathe and blow, 
   Wind of the western sea! 
Over the rolling waters go, 
   Come from the dying moon, and blow, 
Blow him again to me; 
   While my little one, while my pretty one, sleeps. 
 
Sleep and rest, sleep and rest, 
   Father will come to thee soon; 
Rest, rest, on mother's breast, 
   Father will come to thee soon; 
Father will come to his babe in the best, 
   Silver sails all out of the west, 
Under the silver moon: 
   Sleep, my little one, sleep, my pretty one, sleep. 
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