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2 Flutes (2=Piccolo) 

Oboe 

English Horn 

2 Clarinets in Bb (2=Bass Clarinet in Bb) 

2 Bassoons 

 

2 Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in Bb 

2 Tenor Trombones (2=F-attachment) 

Tuba 

 

Timpani 

Percussion (1 player): Glockenspiel, Marimba, Tam-tam, Tubular bells, Vibraphone, Xylophone 

Harp 

Piano/Celesta 

 

Solo Soprano or Tenor 

 

Strings (6.5.4.3.2 minimum) 

 

Score in C 

 

HERMIT SONGS 

 

Composed by Samuel Barber in 1953, Hermit Songs is one of my favorite song cycles and to me one of the finest of the 

twentieth century, an American Dichterliebe. Comprising ten settings of poems written by Irish monks between the 8th and 

13th centuries, Barber responds to these brief, witty, tender, and sometimes surprisingly bleak texts with a wide range of 

emotions, from the bright and cheerful to stark and introspective. My orchestration emerges from the sound world of Barber’s 

orchestral music before expanding to embrace everything from minimalism to film music. I have tried to be faithful to the 

composer’s conception of the work while simultaneously enriching the accompaniment with colorful orchestral textures and 

exotic timbres. This orchestration was completed in October 2018 for a medium orchestra with solo voice, and lasts about 

sixteen minutes. 

 

Orchestration ©2018 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP) 
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Translated by Sean O'Faolain
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I. AT SAINT PATRICK'S PURGATORY

Samuel Barber

orch. Eric Shanfield
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