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2 Flutes (2=Piccolo)
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in Bb (2=Bass Clarinet)

2 Bassoons (2=Contrabassoon)

4 Hornsin F
2 Trumpets in C (=Flugelhorns in Bb)
2 Tenor Trombones

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani
3 Percussion: 3 Resonant Metal (different pitches), Tam-tam, 2 China Cymbals (pitch bend up/down), Crotales (A6), Ratchet,
Snare Drum, Wood block, Opera gong (unpitched), Glockenspiel, Marimba, Vibraphone, 2 Bass Drums

16 Violins I
16 Violins II
12 Violas

12 Cellos

8 Basses

The orchestra is divided into two parts, usually:
1.1.1.1-2.1.Btb.1-0-8.8.6.6.4 & 1.1.1.1-2.1.2.0-0-8.8.6.6.4, with percussion and keyboards joining with each alternatively.
The orchestra may be seated to the left and right as above with percussion behind, or seated as normal.

Score in C.

CONCERTO FOR DOUBLE ORCHESTRA

If a Concerto for Orchestra features the sections of the orchestra as soloists, what is a Concerto for Double Orchestra?

I wanted to write an orchestral work filled with hockets and double hockets, where musical material bounced around
from one group of instruments to another, and two antecedents came to mind: Simon Bainbridge’s Fantasia for Double
Orchestra and Kevin Volans’s Concerto for Double Orchestra. In the first, material appears independently in each ensemble
before being developed across a narrative joining the two halves together, while the second is a singular masterpiece, two gruff
chords passed between the ensembles for twenty minutes and almost nothing else, hypnotic and ruggedly gorgeous.

My piece brings both approaches together. Simple ideas permute and rotate between the ensembles, so that from a
distance the Concerto takes not the form of a sonata or symphony but a clock or automaton, gears turning within gears. Very
simple gestures and flashes of melody move from one half of the orchestra to another, trading ideas back and forth as they
slowly develop, or don’t. Huge chords blast across the ensembles, breaking loose musical fragments and textures, falling apart
and reassembling themselves, chords like columns supporting vast spans of stone, all ready to come toppling down at any
moment.

The first movement is fast and abrupt, short shivering attacks evolving into longer, almost chorale-like episodes. In the
second movement, sequences of colorful textures permute, creating a kind of aural Sol LeWitt wall drawing. The third
movement is more austere, a slow double hocket over a persistent rhythmic fake gamelan in the percussion and keyboards.

Convulsive, explosive hockets rub rhythmically against one another in the finale, a kind of brutal Bridget Riley sonic Op art.

©2019 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP)
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