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2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

2 Clarinets in Bb 

2 Bassoons 

 

4 Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in C 

2 Tenor Trombones 

Bass Trombone 

Tuba 

Timpani (I, II) 

 

Strings

 

Score is transposed.  

The Little Symphonies may be played independently, together, or in pairs, with other works interceding or not. 

 

My fourth pair of miniature symphonies concludes with Little Symphony No. 8, paying homage to two composers 

who have enormously influenced my music—John Williams and Gerald Barry. Though superficially quite different, 

both reliably conjure rich, masterful orchestral tapestries (albeit one a bit more eccentrically extreme than the other). 

This work develops two principle musical ideas across four brief, closely related movements, the first referencing 

Williams’s famous score for E.T. and the second Barry’s marvelous opera The Bitter Tears of Petra von Kant.  

 The first movement begins in medias res, Soaring cinematically through the air before crashing into a 

sudden explosive coda. Its remnants are caught in the wind’s wild ebb and flow, Spiraling out of control. These 

shards gradually alight on a glittering Seascape, sunlight glinting off a rhythmic tessellation of waves, until what’s left 

is seen Sinking into gloomy depths, passing shipwrecks and whale fall as the symphony subsides slowly at last into 

the abyss. 

©2022 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP) 
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Transposed	Score

©2022	Eric	Shanfield	(Enterprise	Research	Institute	Council,	ASCAP)

Flute	1 ,	2

Oboe	1 ,	2

Clarinet	1 ,	2	in	Bb

Bassoon	1 ,	2

Horn	1 ,	2	in	F

Horn	3,	4	in	F

Trumpet	1 ,	2	in	C

Tenor	Trombone	1

Tenor	Trombone	2

Bass	Trombone
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Timpani
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