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Soprano or Tenor 

 

Bass Oboe 

Amplified Viola 

Farfisa Organ 

 

>All grace notes are played before the beat. 

>The vocalist and entire ensemble may be amplified. 

>Bass oboe sounds one octave lower than written. 

>Viola should be amplified with a contact mic, John Cale style. A distortion pedal may be used. 

>The farfisa should have a rough sound similar to early Velvet Underground or Philip Glass. 

>If bass oboe, amplified viola, and farfisa organ are not all available, the piece should not be performed. 

The unusual ensemble is the entire point. There is another, acoustic version for voice with clarinet and 

piano (ENS.2007.4b). 

 

It was in Still Morning I first found a way to fuse my interest in repetitive forms with the freer approach 

I’d been taking in my vocal music. At the time I was listening to a lot of Webern, whose music I love but 

whose harmonic and melodic approach is foreign to my own sensibilities, and as a lover of miniatures I 

wondered, can there be a tiny minimalism? Can Webern and Philip Glass be made to coexist? 

 The text is by American poet Yvor Winters, whose shockingly brief book, The Magpie’s Shadow—

an imagist collection comprised entirely of evocative six-syllable poems—is set in its entirety. Arranged 

into three parts following the seasons (with summer and autumn elided), the instruments mostly play in 

unison, though they occasionally comment on and decorate the vocal part. Nevertheless, while the vocal 

line ranges freely, the accompaniment is always one single line of obsessively repeated tiny musical 

phrases.  

 There are two versions of the work. There is a later, smoothed-out all-acoustic “classical” 

adaptation for clarinet and piano duo, but this is the original, featuring a highly unusual ensemble of bass 

oboe, amplified viola, and farfisa organ inspired by the Velvet Underground and early Philip Glass. 

 

 

 
©2007 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP) 



STILL MORNING 
music by Eric Shanfield 
poems by Yvor Winters 

 
 

The Magpie’s Shadow 
 
I. In Winter 
 

Myself 
Pale mornings, and  
 I rise. 
 
 Still Morning 
Snow air—my fingers curl. 
 
 Awakening 
New snow, O pine of dawn! 
 
 Winter Echo 
Thin air! My mind is gone. 
 
 The Hunter 
Run! In the magpie’s shadow. 
 
 No Being 
I, bent. Thin nights receding. 
 
II. In Spring 
 
 Spring 
I walk out the world’s door. 
 
 May 
Oh, evening in my hair! 
 
 Spring Rain 
My doorframe smells of leaves. 
 
 Song 
Why should I stop 
 for spring? 
 
III. In Summer and Autumn 
 
 Sunrise 
Pale bees! O whither now? 
 
 Fields 
I did not pick 
 a flower. 
 
 At Evening 
Like leaves my feet passed by. 
  

Cool Nights 
At night bare feet on flowers! 
 
  

 
 
 
Sleep 

Like winds my eyelids close. 
 
 The Aspen’s Song 
The summer holds me here. 
 
 The Walker 
In dream my feet are still. 
 
 Blue Mountain 
A deer walks that mountain. 
 
 God of Roads 
I, peregrine of noon. 
 
 September 
Faint gold! O think not here. 
 
 A Lady 
She’s sun on autumn leaves. 
 
 Alone 
I saw day’s shadow strike. 
 
 A Deer 
The trees rose in the dawn. 
 
 Man in Desert 
His feet run as eyes blink. 
 
 Desert 
The tented autumn, gone! 
 
 The End 
Dawn rose, and desert shrunk. 
 
 High Valleys 
In sleep I filled these lands. 
 
 Awaiting Snow 
The well of autumn—dry. 
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