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1. Toy Box 

2. Grazing Horse 

3. Wolf and Skull 

4. Simplified Bird 

5. Frustrated Rat Catcher 

6. Dragon Standing on Clouds 

7. Baku: The Monster That Eats Nightmares 

8. Contestant in Ugly Faces Competition 

9. Bat on Roof Tile 

10. Standing Octopus 

11. Windblown Peony 

 

Because kimonos have no pockets, to hold their personal belongings Japanese men wore small 

containers suspended on cords from their sashes. The fasteners that secured these cords were called 

netsuke. Over time these utilitarian objects evolved from shapeless toggles into marvelously 

intricate miniature sculptures depicting everything from everyday scenes and common animals 

to mythical creatures and demons. This brief composition consists of eleven small musical objects 

inspired by the extraordinary collection of netsuke found in the Los Angeles County Museum of 

Art’s wonderful Pavilion for Japanese Art. 

 

©2017 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP) 
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1.	TOY	BOX
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2.	GRAZING	HORSE
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3.	WOLF	AND	SKULL
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4.	SIMPLIFIED	BIRD
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5.	FRUSTRATED	RAT	CATCHER
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6.	DRAGON	STANDING	ON	CLOUDS
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7.	BAKU:	THE	MONSTER	THAT	EATS	NIGHTMARES
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8.	CONTESTANT	IN	UGLY	FACES	COMPETITION
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9.	BAT	ON	ROOF	TILE
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11.	WINDBLOWN	PEONY
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