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For Sarah Goldfeather 

 

Piccolo 

Flute 

Alto Flute in G/Piccolo 2 

2 Oboes 

English Horn in F 

Clarinet in Bb 

Bass Clarinet in Bb 

Contrabass Clarinet in Bb 

2 Bassoons 

Contrabassoon 

 

4 Horns in F 

Trumpet 1 in D 

Trumpets 2, 3 in C 

2 Tenor Trombones 

Bass Trombone 

Tuba 

 

Timpani (II, III, IV, V) 

3 Percussion (see below) 

Celesta 

Piano 

Harp 

 

Strings (16.14.12.10.8 suggested) 

 

Celesta and Piano require two separate performers. 

Percussion 1: Sleigh bells, Bass drum, Glockenspiel, Crotales, Xylophone, Tambourine, Bongos (2) 

Percussion 2: Vibraphone, Anvil, Maracas, Tubular bells (shared with 3), Almglocken 

Percussion 3: Marimba, Wind chimes, Whip, Tubular bells (shared with 2), Tam-tam, Brake drum, Timbales (2) 

 

Score is transposed, with normal octave displacements. 

 

©2018 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP) 



EVENTYR 

 

Eventyr is the Danish word for “fairy tale” or “adventure,” and the title of Hans Christian Andersen’s first book of stories. 

These works have so become part of everyday life that despite only first being published in 1843 it’s hard to imagine a time 

without “The Emperor’s New Clothes” or “The Little Mermaid.” I chose this unfamiliar title because I liked its runic 

inscrutability, the way it suggests the kind of secret incantation that might be found in one of Andersen’s or the Grimm 

Brothers’ stories. However, although this piece attempts to evoke the world of fairy tales in general and the work of Hans 

Christian Andersen in particular, neither movement depicts any specific narrative; instead, each hopefully conjures a 

fantastical character and tone.  

 

Eventyr unfolds across two dramatically opposing movements. The first is quieter, more mysterious, summoning a magical 

musical spell as it moves through a variety of miniature kingdoms before coming to an uneasy rest, gazing out toward an 

uncertain future. The second is more energetic and forceful, reminding us that fairy tales are as often grotesque and frightening 

as they are delightful and appealing—the little mermaid is transformed into foam, the emperor revealed naked as the day he 

was born, the grandmother devoured by the wolf. 

 

While still using the complex systems and intricate compositional style I’ve developed over the years on more abstract musical 

canvases, with this my first orchestral work I wanted to employ these techniques to try and write something more simplified, 

accessible, and straightforward. Drawing musical inspiration from a variety of disparate sources from Tchaikovsky to Charli 

XCX, Eventyr marries colorfully melodic orchestration to strict musical processes, creating a kaleidoscopic journey through a 

storybook landscape.  

 

Eventyr was written in late summer 2018, lasts about fifteen minutes, and is dedicated to Sarah Goldfeather, who made it 

possible. 
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