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Piccolo 

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

English Horn in F 

2 Clarinets in Bb 

Bass Clarinet in Bb 

2 Bassoons 

Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F 

3 Trumpets in Bb (3=D) 

2 Tenor Trombones 

Bass Trombone 

Tuba 

 

Timpani (I, III) 

Harp 

 

Strings (16.14.12.10.8) 

 

Score is transposed. Normal octave transpositions apply. Harp pedaling is marked only where necessary. 

 

Seeland is an orchestral piece inspired by the work of Robert Walser, the wildly productive Swiss author of thousands of 

remarkably original, mostly tiny texts. Although best known for his feuilletons, brief prose works often first published in 

newspapers, his book Jakob van Gunten is one of the great European novels of the twentieth century. 

 Considered by many his most important collection, Seeland—Lake Country, after the central European region 

encompassing parts of Switzerland, Germany, and Italy—includes some of his best known and carefully worked longer pieces 

such as The Walk and Kleist in Thun. My reasons for selecting this title echo Walser’s own: “The title is sensuous and 

simple…‘Lake Country’ can be in Switzerland or anywhere—in Australia, in Holland, or wherever else…I consider the title 

appropriate in every way because it sounds as simple and unassuming as it is sensuously vivid and vitally earthly. It seems to 

me both objective and also colorful and charming…and there is something magical in the sound of the word, Seeland.” 

 There are two movements, their titles drawn from poems, not stories, as this work is meant to evoke Walser’s work 

generally rather than specifically depict it. Evening Song summons the glowing magic hour of sunset, luminous chords rising 

into a darkening sky giving way to yearning melodies hovering over a slowly churning sea. In contrast, Winter Sun depicts a 

kind of imaginary journey across snow-covered fields such as the one traversed by Walser on that cold Christmas Day in 1956 

where he suddenly fell dead while taking a walk. In such landscapes all sense of scale drops away, tiny objects made huge and 

large objects reduced to mere specks, as in Walser’s writing; the metaphor in my head as I composed was of air travel, where 

though one moves at a tremendous speed the mountains and plains below barely seem to stir. 

 A loose sequel to my decadent symphony Algabal, this modern version of a romantic tone poem pays explicit homage 

in the first movement to Liszt (and his son-in-law Wagner), and in the second to Sibelius (and his spiritual son-in-law John 

Adams). Seeland appears to end in darkness, then suddenly gives way to a brief, strange, faltering coda, the long nineteenth 

century’s clattering European armature stripped bare as the twentieth century’s skeleton bares its teeth. 

 

©2020 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP) 
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©2020	Eric	Shanfield	(Enterprise	Research	Institute	Council,	ASCAP)
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