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String Orchestra (6.5.4.3.2 or larger) or String Quintet 

 

>The Little Symphonies may be played independently or together, in any combination or order, 

with additional works by other composers interceding or not. 

>This work may also be performed by soloists (string quintet) in a slightly modified form as 

provided by the composer. 

 

My ongoing series of Little Symphonies looks back to classical models, paying homage to 

composers I love while providing a sturdy model to play with and against. Harmonic 

permutations and cycles bind the movements into symphonies and symphonies into cycles, while 

the thematic material of each separate movement takes on purely classical garb. 

 In my first set of two Little Symphonies, individual movements were directly inspired by 

composers such as Beethoven, Stravinsky, Philip Glass, and Morton Feldman. However, in this 

second set, composed for string orchestra, my approach was more neoclassical. 

 The third Little Symphony takes Mozart and the classical style as its prototype, while the 

fourth approaches Bartok and the moderns. Accordingly, in this third symphony the outer 

movements are cast in sonata form and rondo-finale, the inner as two extremely ersatz folk 

dances. Since the work gestures toward the late eighteenth century, it seemed appropriate to title 

these pairs of movements Sturm und drang and Naive und sentimentalische. 

 

©2021 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP) 
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