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1.14.15-3.31.15; 12.3.23-12.11.23 | 8’

 

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

2 Clarinets in Bb 

2 Bassoons 

4 Horns 

2 Trumpets in Bb* 

2 Tenor Trombones** 

Bass Trombone 

Wood Plank*** 

Timpani (II, III, IV) 

 

Strings**** 

 

Score is transposed. 

*Trumpets in Bb are requested, both for range and timbre. 

**Tenor trombone 2 should have an F-attachment. 

***A small, high-pitched wooden plank played with mallets. This part may be taken by the 

timpanist or a second percussionist. 

****8.8.6.6.4 minimum, 12.12.8.8.6 maximum 

 

The third and final version of a piece first written for Exceptet in 2015 and subsequently twice 

revised, Threadsuns takes its title from a famous book by my favorite poet, Paul Celan. In this 

latest in an ongoing series of orchestral palimpsests, I expand on a much larger canvas musical 

textures suggested by previous, unsatisfactory smaller pieces, just as Celan often overwrote not 

only other writers’ work but his own earlier poems. There are two movements, their syntax 

similar yet equally distinct: Augenblicke (Eye-blink) and Mikrolithen (Microliths). The 

compression and fitful progression of the material echoes Celan’s clotted syntax, and at less than 

eight minutes Threadsuns partakes too of his famous brevity. 

 

©2023 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP) 
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