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Piccolo 

3 Flutes 

3 Oboes 

Cor Anglais in F 

3 Clarinets in Bb 

Bass Clarinet in Bb 

3 Bassoons 

Contrabassoon 

 

6 Horns in F 

3 Trumpets in Bb 

2 Tenor Trombones 

Bass Trombone 

Tuba 

 

Timpani 

3 Percussion: 3 Large Bass Drums, Wind Machine, Large Tam-tam 

 

Strings (16.14.12.10.8 minimum) 

 

o Score is transposed. Normal octave transpositions apply. 

o Bass drum 1 should be placed centrally on stage behind the orchestra. Bass drums 2 & 3 are placed behind the audience 

to the far left (2) and right (3). After “Black Mountain” measure 87 percussionists 2 & 3 leave the stage and take offstage 

positions for the conclusion of “White Clay.” 

o Double basses require an extension or fifth string. 

 

“Black Mountain” may be performed separately as “Black Mountain.”



CONCERTO FOR ORCHESTRA 

 

For large orchestra in three movements, my Concerto for Orchestra takes its movement titles from the memoir Red Brick, Black 

Mountain, White Clay by Christopher Benfey, a discursive journey through the variegated artistic byways of the writer’s family, 

and highlights the unique features of the orchestral wind, string, and percussion families. 

Red Brick, for woodwinds and brass, takes its coloration from folk pottery and the intricate patterns of bricklaying. The 

vermilion orchestration of woodwinds and brass sketches rough interlocking patterns as homophonic shapes gradually split 

into dense polyphony. 

Black Mountain, for full orchestra, is a portrait of married artists Anni and Joseph Albers, the former perhaps the 

twentieth century’s greatest textile artist, the latter a famous teacher and theorist of color. As leaders of the legendary Black 

Mountain College in North Carolina they facilitated one of the great incubators of revolutionary midcentury talent, its faculty 

and students including John Cage, Merce Cunningham, Robert Rauschenberg, Jasper Johns, Charles Olson, and Buckminster 

Fuller, among many others. Like Anni’s textiles and Joseph’s “Homages to the Square” this movement sets vast blocks of single 

colors against one another in massive slabs. At the center of the movement the percussion enacts Black Mountain itself rising 

from within the ensemble, or perhaps thrust insensibly there from without. 

 Delicate porcelain is formed from a rare White Clay, and the final movement, for the alabaster combination of strings 

and percussion, was inspired not only by the exquisite artistry of porcelain but Benfey’s marvelous digressions through history 

and anecdote. The final section of his book for instance follows 18th century American explorer William Bartram into Florida, 

whose Travels were a major source of inspiration for Romantic poets and novelists, most famously Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 

whose Kubla Khan draws heavily from Bartram, meandering like White Clay from wood and dale to mighty fountains and 

dancing rocks, the violence of nature suddenly encroaching on the work at the end in one final dramatic coup de theatre. 

 Concerto for Orchestra was composed in November 2019 and lasts around twenty minutes. 
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in	Bb

Bassoon	1 -3

Contrabassoon

Horn	1 -3	in	F

Horn	4-6	in	F

Trumpet	1 -3	in	Bb

Tenor	Trombone	1 ,	2

Bass	Trombone
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Transposed	Score

©2019	Eric	Shanfield	(Enterprise	Research	Institute	Council,	ASCAP)

Piccolo

Flute	1 -3

Oboe	1 -3

Cor	Anglais

Clarinet	1 -3	in	Bb

Bass	Clarinet
in	Bb

Bassoon	1 -3

Contrabassoon

Horn	1 ,	2	in	F

Horn	3,	4	in	F

Horn	5,	6	in	F

Trumpet	1 -3	in	Bb

Tenor	Trombone	1 ,	2

Bass	Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion	1
(Bass	Drum)

Percussion	2
(Tam-tam)
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(Wind	Machine)
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CONCERTO	FOR	ORCHESTRA
II.	BLACK	MOUNTAIN

Eric	Shanfield
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