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The mountain named after the one
who stumbled into its shadow

The shadow made of slag and smoke
The mountain made of houses

where servants hang themselves
from the clouds

bunched beneath the rafters
The clouds made of houses

where children are sent to sleep
Are you at it again

The mountain dwindles when
another house

takes its place
No, that’s not the name for it

Has the head floated off
dumping the body behind the bushes

Why do you call it a “house”
when no one lives there

One of us is walking out of the fire

One of us is pretending to sleep inside the smoke

House of smoke
House of fire

Are you at it again

The moon stares into a mirror
A woman sees an empty dish

One animal licks another
Which of them is dead

I wrapped your scream in a star
I pinned two butterflies to its shadow
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Why do we go on singing this song
when we know

all its words are nails
all our tongues pieces of wood

meant to build a house
for liars

The hills sink
beneath the rain

filling the cups
left out on the porch.

The hills we wanted to bury
behind the hills

so that we might weave
a hat or a hut

large enough for our friends
They were never our friends or yours

We do not know them any more
than we know these hills

One animal licks another
Why do we go on singing this song

September hoists its flame against
brown and silver solid night

Did you ask yourself when
September bends its autumn fan

Houses extinguished
their dust let loose in the yard

September brushes rain from the pillow

Did you ask yourself when

the hair floated to the surface

Did you try and lift up its intolerant flame
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