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SERENADE 

For my Father 

Eric Shanfield | ENS.2024.10 

8.18.24-9.10.24 | 24’ 

 

Piccolo 

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

2 Clarinets 

2 Bassoons 

Contrabassoon 

4 Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in C 

2 Tenor Trombones 

Bass Trombone 

Tuba 

Timpani (I, II) 

 

Strings 

 

Score is in C, with the usual octave transpositions. 

 

A loose sequel to my Sinfonietta, this Serenade comprises a suite of extremely ersatz dances 

inspired by Brahms’s gorgeous dark serenades and the many sets of dances by Mozart and 

Schubert. Each of the movements both resembles and does not resemble a dance form such as a 

gavotte or hornpipe, and each features different subdivisions of the classical orchestra, with the 

entire ensemble playing together only in the finale.  

 The music is simultaneously both light and heavy, slight and ponderous. Written as my 

father lay dying—he passed away halfway through its composition—working on this piece 

provided intermittent respite from the overwhelming emotions of that most difficult time. 

 In that spirit, Serenade is intended as a lively diversion: not everything in life—or music—

must always be weighty, and music may serve as a balm to the soul in demanding times. 

 

©2024 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP) 
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Horn	1 ,	2	in	F

Horn	3,	4	in	F

Trumpet	1 ,	2	in	C

Tenor	Trombone	1 ,	2

Bass	Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Violin	I

Violin	II

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass
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