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Flute 

Alto Flute 

Oboe 

Cor Anglais 

Clarinet 

Bass Clarinet 

Bassoon 

Contrabassoon 

4 Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in C 

2 Tenor Trombones 

Bass Trombone 

Tuba 

 

Timpani 

Vibraphone 

Marimba 

Guitar 

Piano 

Harp 

 

Strings 

 

 

Score is concert pitch. Normal octave transpositions apply. 

Only pianissimo and fortissimo dynamics are marked—very soft and very loud (though neither inaudible nor overbearing). 

This convention is intended to convey an extreme gestural intensity, including almost violent crescendos and decrescendos. 

 

Timpani: Drums, tuning, and mallets left to the performer. 

Guitar: Acoustic, unamplified. Use fingers or pick, or alternate between them as the music seems to demand. 

String complement: 12.10.8.6.4 at minimum, 16.14.12.10.8 maximum. 

 

 

LAST LETTERS 

I. Last Letters From Hav 

II. Hav of the Myrmidons 

 

Jan Morris’s brilliant novel Last Letters From Hav paints such a convincing portrait of a small nation somewhere on the 

Mediterranean edge of Europe that some readers, thinking it real, wrote the author for advice regarding travel itineraries!  

 This magical, high-spirited yet mysterious and strange book (and its lesser but still-worthy sequel Hav of the 

Myrmidons), with its uneasy undercurrent of darkness, inspired this, my third short symphony (following Short Symphony and 

Slow Homecoming). The first movement describes the high-spirited travelogue of the first book, while the second, slower, more 

repetitive and hieratic, evokes the oligarchic myrmidons of the transformed city in the second novel. 

 Musically, the piece is based around single note gestures individually introduced then combined, similar yet subtly 

differentiated, like strangers in a strange land. Together we journey to an unfamiliar place during which, as in Hav, I hope the 

crowds and clouds will gradually part and the essence of the place reveal itself to the listener. 

 

©2024 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP) 
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Concert	Score

©2024	Eric	Shanfield	(Enterprise	Research	Institute	Council,	ASCAP)
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