MANDOLIN CONCERTO
ERIC SHANFIELD






MANDOLIN CONCERTO
Eric Shanfield | ENS.2024.13
9.23.24-9.30.24 | 18’

Solo Mandolin

Strings (2.1.1.1 min.—6.5.4.3.2 max.)

> The string ensemble may range in size from string quintet to small string orchestra. Whatever
size is used, it is the composer’s preference that the soloist not be amplified, so this should be kept
in mind while selecting the ensemble. As this work may be played on either a modern or classical
mandolin, the make and model of instrument used by the soloist will strongly influence this
choice.

>Slurs always indicate either sweeps or arpeggios played across the strings, except when slurs are
marked “hammer on” or “pull-off.” In these techniques the first note is picked and the remaining
notes under the slur are fingered but not picked; the former applies to lines going up and the
latter to lines going down. Notes not slurred are individually picked. Very fast single note
passages are col solo.

>Chops are marked with a staccatissimo stroke; palm muting is represented by x noteheads.
>Three strokes through a note stem always means unmeasured tremolo.

>Harmonics sound as notated. A written E6 harmonic thus represents the first octave harmonic
on L. This applies to both mandolin and strings, except double bass, which is by convention
written one octave above sounding pitch throughout, including harmonics.

>Quarter tone harmonics are simply higher natural harmonics on a given string. Do not attempt

to adjust their tuning; allow them to speak “in the crack” between tempered chromatic pitches.

MANDOLIN CONCERTO

Because I think of this Mandolin Concerto as a kind of streamlined, space age musical machine,
with its consistently fast tempi and highly energetic rhythms, I've named its three movements
after the first American manned space programs: Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo.

©2024 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP)
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