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Solo Harpsichord

Strings

>The harpsichord may be discreetly amplified, especially when joined by a larger string ensemble.

>The string complement may range from 1.1.1.1.1 to 6.5.4.3.2.

>”Early instruments” are possible, though modern instruments may also be used without prejudice.

>Though not strictly necessary, the composer generally prefers first and second violins to sit antiphonally.

HARPSICHORD CONCERTO

Written in trying times as the world around us crumbles, this harpsichord concerto lacks any extramusical narrative or concept,

expressing Stravinsky’s famous neoclassical dictum that “music represents nothing but itself.” | don’t know if that’s true—the

very act of looking away toward the timeless abstraction of art is | think itself a political gesture, but the idea that art may

transcend the ugliness that surrounds us is | think a powerful one.

Inspired by many of the most famous works for the instrument, most notably Bach’s fifth Brandenburg Concerto,

Gorecki’s Harpsichord Concerto, and de Falla’s miniature concerto, there are three parts: two paired Allegro giusto movements

with strings, similar yet different, separated by a solo cadenza utilizing material from both.

©2025 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP)
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