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SHORT SYMPHONY NO. 8 

FOR UPPER ORCHESTRA 

ERIC SHANFIELD 

 

ENS.2025.12 | 10.6.25-10.18.25 | 12’ 

 

Piccolo 

Flute 

Oboe 

English Horn in F 

Clarinet in Bb 

Eb Clarinet 

 

4 Horns in F 

3 Trumpets in C 

 

Piano 

 

Strings: 8.8.0.0.0

>Score is concert. 

>First and second violin complement should divide equally. The sections may expand to 5 or 6 desks so 

long as firsts and seconds are of equal proportions. 

>The composer strongly prefers that the violins sit antiphonally, with the remaining instruments 

ranged within and the piano toward the center. 

 

 

EDISON’S EVE 

 

Automata. Androids. Gaby Wood’s Edison’s Eve chronicles the history of ersatz mechanical life—Jaquet-

Droz’s writing automaton, Vaucanson’s duck, Kempelen’s Mechanical Turk—as well as their 

metaphorical descendants in literature and film—René Descartes’s man machine, August Villiers de l’Isle 

-Adam’s future Eve, Fritz Lang’s mechanical Maria. In this, my eighth and final short symphony, I draw 

abstract algorithmic figures with an orchestra comprised entirely of high treble instruments in an 

attempt to depict a mechanical world of musical automata.  

 

 
©2025 Eric Shanfield (Enterprise Research Institute Council, ASCAP) 



 

 

 



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

{

Concert	Score
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I.	L'HOMME	MACHINE
EDISON'S	EVE
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